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Baltimore Ravens cornerback Brandon Carr tries to maintain his balance while skating with his family, in background, at 
the Inner Harbor Ice Rink on New Year’s Day. 


City 


searches wearily 


for cures for violence 


2017 was Baltimore’s third 
year in a row with more 
than 300 homicides 


By KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


Ciara Green has been to the 3000 block 
of Rayner Ave. in West Baltimore nearly 
two dozen times in the last few weeks to 
try to make sense of the unsolved killing of 
her best friend. 

Darryl Burks Jr., a medical technician 
whom Green called “Pee Wee,” was found 
shot to death in a burning vacant row- 
house in late November. Green has re- 
turned to post flyers on the block and 
search for clues. Once she took her father, a 
retired firefighter, to help search for 
insights in the ashes. 

All she’s found, though, are more 
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Baltimore marks the first two 
homicides of 2018 on New Year’s Day. 
NEWS PG 3 


gnawing questions. 

“For him to die in such a horrific way, to 
be murdered, your mind goes crazy,” said 
Green, 24, a Baltimore native who now 
teaches in New Orleans. “It makes you take 
a step back and say, ‘This is the city I grew 
up in?’ ” 

Across Baltimore, thousands are grap- 
pling with similar questions as the city 
closes the books on yet another year of 
extreme violence — its third in a row with 
more than 300 homicides. 

The 2017 count of 343 homicides is the 
second most in a single year, and the most 
per capita in city history. The city suffered 
See VIOLENCE, page 9 


CIARA GREEN 
Ciara Green with her best friend, Darryl 
“Pee Wee” Burks Jr. Since Burks was found 
fatally shot in a burning vacant rowhouse 
in West Baltimore in November, Green has 
been on a mission to find answers. 
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DC. 
faces a 


heavy 
load 


Congress returns 
this week to much 
unfinished business 


By LISA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Congress returns to 
work this week with unfinished business on 
spending, immigration and other crucial 
issues, but with an even narrower GOP 
majority that will make it tougher to move 
on President Donald Trump’s agenda. 

The House and Senate will convene 
Wednesday, swearing in the newly elected 
Democratic senator from Alabama, Doug 
Jones, and Minnesotas Tina Smith to 
replace Sen. Al Franken, another Democrat, 
who is resigning as the latest high-profile 
public figure sidelined by allegations of 
sexual misconduct. Jones’ election gives the 
GOP a one-vote margin in the Senate. 

Trump, fresh off passage of the GOP tax 
bill, is pushing lawmakers to pivot quickly 
on his new year priorities of infrastructure 
investment and immigration, as well as his 
foreign policy agenda. But another legisla- 
tive victory for Republicans seems far off. 
Republicans have struggled to hold their 
majority together, and Congress first must 
tackle critical stalled agenda items that 
leaders punted to 2018. 

In the short run, Congress must fund the 
government by Jan. 19 or face a potential 
federal shutdown when atemporary spend- 
ing measure that was hastily approved 
before lawmakers recessed for the holidays 
expires. 

Along with the funding deadline will be a 
push by Democrats — and an increasing 
number of Republicans — to tack on a 
legislative solution for beneficiaries of the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, the so-called Dreamers, young 
immigrants brought to the United States 
illegally as children whose work permits 
and deportation protections are set to 
expire. 

The young immigrants have become a 
powerful political presence, with daily 
protests at the Capitol, putting enormous 
pressure on lawmakers to block the spend- 
ing bill unless it includes new protections. 
Some 800,000 young people will begin to 
be at risk of deportation — 1,000 a day — 
See CONGRESS, page 9 
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HOPKINS STUDENT KILLED: A Johns Hop- 
kins University sophomore and his family were 
killed in a plane crash Sunday while vacation- 
ing in Costa Rica. University officials said 
Zachary Steinberg, a chemical and biomolecu- 
lar engineering student, was among the 12 
people killed when a Cessna operated by 
Nature Air crashed. NEWS PG 2 


NATION & WORLD 


IRANIAN PROTESTS: The death toll in five 
days of anti-government protests in Iran 
climbed Monday as plainclothes police officers 
kept a close watch over a tense capital and 
President Hassan Rouhani continued to appeal 
for calm. NEWS PG 4 


ANNEXATION: Israel’s ruling Likud Party's 
central committee has endorsed a resolution 
calling for the annexation of West Bank 
settlements, sending a message that Likud is 
distancing itself from an independent Palestin- 
ian state as part of a peace deal. NEWS PG 6 
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Pees is retiring 
from the Ravens 


Ravens defensive coordinator Dean Pees 
announces his retirement during a news 
conference at the Under Armour Per- 
formance Center. He has had a 45-year 
career of coaching at various levels. 
SPORTS PG1 
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O’Malley in no hurry 
for State House portrait 


Nearly 3 years after term 
ended, ex-governor hasn't 
sat for his official picture 


By MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


During eight years as governor, Martin 
O’Malley earned a reputation for tardiness 
in convening meetings of the Board of 
Public Works. Delays of 20 to 30 minutes 
were common. 

Nearly three years after leaving office, in 
the same room where the board meets, 
O’Malley is still running late. 

It is a State House tradition to display the 
portraits of Maryland’s eight most recent 
governors on the walls of the Reception 
Room on the second floor of the historic 
capitol. But on the wall opposite where Gov. 
Larry Hogan presides over the public board 
meetings, O’Malley is absent. 

Robert L. Ehrlich Jr., the Republican who 
served from 2003 until 2007 is still the most 
recent governor to have his portrait hung in 
the room. 

O’Malley, who keeps up a rigorous 
schedule of political appearances on behalf 
of Democratic candidates around the coun- 
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try, hasn’t gotten around 
to having his portrait 
painted yet, according to 
a spokesman. Nor has 
Judge Catherine Curran 
O’Malley, whose portrait 
would join those of other 
former first ladies on dis- 
play across the street at 
Government House, the 
governor’s residence. 

The former governor is lagging well 
behind the pace set by other recent 
governors. Ehrlich’s portrait was unveiled 
in June 2008, about a year and a half after he 
left office following his defeat by O’Malley 
in the 2006 election. 

Parris N. Glendening, who served two 
terms from 1995 to 2003, had his portrait — 
notable for its outdoor setting and open 
collar — painted before he left office. He 
presided over his own “hanging” about a 
week before he left office. 

Glendening’s Democratic predecessor, 
William Donald Schaefer (1987-1995), also 
had his portrait painted before he left office. 
But his wasn’t put on display until almost 
two years after he left, amid complaints that 
Glendening had kept the portrait in storage 
as a way of snubbing his arch-foe. But the 
See PORTRAIT, page 9 
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